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Issue 4442, November 2017 
 

Next club meeting: November 27th, 2017, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 

Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  

Greetings Thunderbirds, 

The holiday season is upon us and so is the annual 

holiday dinner. You must purchase tickets for this 

event prior to 3 Dec 2017. Tickets are $15.00 per 

person.  The event will be at the Fort Worth Botanic 

Gardens, on Dec 9, 2017.  Tickets are available for 

purchase by contacting James Meadows at 817 524- 

5774 or by email to Jamslam1099@ gmail.com.  This 

will be a catered meal, with gifts or prizes for most 

who attend!   

 

Continuing with the holiday spirit, the Club will be 

hosting a Toys for Tots drive 25 Nov 2017.  Bring an 

unwrapped toy out to the field, and then fly a little.  

Toys and donations will also be accepted at the next 

club meeting on the 27th and the holiday party on the 

9 Dec 2017.   

 

Time to elect your next leadership team and The 

Outstanding Thunderbird Member of the Year.  So 

please take a moment to review the information and 

vote when you receive your ballot. 

 

As we prepare to say good-bye to 2017 and hello 

2018, I want to remind all members and event 

coordinators that it’s time to start 

confirming/reserving dates on the 2018 calendar.   

Contact the Secretary or James Meadows with your 

event information.  The Calendar will be discussed 

during the Jan Meeting. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all at the next club 

meeting Nov 27, 2017 at Buffalo West at 7pm.  

 

Reminder 
 

All Thunderbird members must secure the gate when they are the last member at the field upon exit. 
Guest should be asked to move their vehicles to the guest parking lot, if they want to continue to fly! 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

Hello Guys, since this is my last letter, I want to say that being Vice President for the last two years has been great. I have 

really enjoyed it, and we have a great bunch of fine flyers, and interesting, accomplished, hardworking and fun people. I 

would like to see the position of Vice President become a stepping stone to becoming President, as working with our 

officers is a great learning position. I know we will have outstanding leaders in the coming years and the Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds will do well. If I were younger I would not step down, but would strive to remain in office. I encourage 

others to step up and become leaders of OUR club! It’s been Fun! Thanks, Gary Cummings 
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October Meeting Minutes: by Bill Lake 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by President 

James Meadows.  James introduced the club’s newest 

member, Doug Lewis.  James then commented on the 

recent passing of Life Member Travis Berry, 

reviewing funeral arrangements. 

  

Events:   

 

Tom Blakeney did his usual excellent job as CD for the 

Texas Electric eXpo on October 24.  This was the 8th 

or 9th year for this event and included a swap meet.  

The weather forecast of winds and rain reduced the 

number of participants but 17 hearty fliers did come 

out as well as numerous guests and visitors.  A superb 

raffle was held and several folks were seen departing 

with big smiles on their faces.  Others also did so with 

awards in various categories, although Woody Lake 

(Best Military Scale) was the only recipient present.  

Thanks again to Tom. 

 
The Alliance Airshow is right around the corner and is 

being managed by Gerry Stanford and Tab Bowland.  

Several other members are supporting the event with 

airplanes and labor as the FW Thunderbirds 

demonstrate and display a diversity of airplanes used 

by our members.   

 

Mel Wells is the CD for the Winter Float Fly on 12 

November, at 9 AM, at Camp Joy Park.  Details are 

available on the website. 

 

Steve Ehlers is orchestrating our involvement with the 

Annual Toys for Tots charity event and he can be 

contacted about cash or toys donations up until the 

25th of November. 

 

The annual FW Thunderbirds Christmas / Holiday 

Party will be on December 9th at the Fort Worth 

Botanic Gardens.  The venue is much the same as last 

year’s event, which was rated a resounding success by 

those who attended.  Come on out and join the 

festivities, camaraderie and spirit.  BYOB.  Tickets 

($15 each) are the bargain of the year and available 

from James Meadows. 

 

Clyde Henley, a former member, lives in Benbrook 

and is getting out of the RC game and has numerous 

airplanes for sale.  Info is being posted on the website. 

 

Sarge Bell briefed us on the 2018 WAMS Swap Meet 

and Auction.  If you have not been to one of these 

events, you will be amazed at the number of airplanes 

and other items up for sale and/or auction.  The venue 

has relocated into a new building close to where the 

previous ones were held.  It is the High School 

cafeteria and it is just off I-20 at Exit 407 to the north.  

The event is scheduled for March 16-17, 2018 and you 

can check out details on the website or contact Sarge 

for more information. 

Secretary’s Report by Bill Lake – Ken Knotts made a 

motion, seconded by Ed Furche to suspend the reading 

of the minutes.  Bill was on good behavior with 

nothing else to report. 

 

Finance Report – Chris talked about Travis’ passing 

and then outlined the current financial standing of the 

club.  We currently have 189 members: 161 of which 

are Individual memberships; 16 Family memberships; 

two Associate memberships; and ten Life Members.  

New members recently joined are:  Doug Lewis, 

Kenneth Killgo, Bob Craft, Larry Briggs, Jerry 

Holder, Tom Benke, Steve Sheridan, Jerry Zawadzki, 

Jay Sellers, and Robert Pratt.  Chris also mentioned 

that the board and the membership approved the 

purchase of an AED for the field.  It is being 

purchased and will be installed shortly. 

 

Safety – Mel Wells related his observations about the 

presence of Black Widow spiders in the area recently.  

Be on the lookout.  They can be nasty little boogers.  

Mel also emphasized the value and importance, 

especially for safety considerations, of having and 

utilizing a spotter when flying.   
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Ed Kettler discussed a temporary flight restriction 

(VIP flight?) just outside our area that would be 

present on Thursday and we expect little to no impact 

on our flying operations. 

 

Show & Tell:   

 

Woody Lake brought in his Dynam B-26 Marauder 

from Motion RC.  It comes fairly well ready to fly 

following the installation of a receiver and a battery, 

uses a 4000 mAh battery, and has operational landing 

gear retraction and flaps.  He did offer a little caution 

regarding the flaps. 

https://www.motionrc.com/products/dynam-b-26-

marauder-pnp 

 
 

James Meadows briefed everyone on his Altimeter III 

with Location Aware software functional through 

one’s Smartphone.   

It retails for $99.https://www.amazon.com/Jolly-Logic-

AltimeterThree/dp/B00TZ8LW2S/ref=sr_1_1/131-

1868212-0665553?ie=UTF8&qid=1509890990&sr=8-

1&keywords=altimeter+three 

 

Ed Furche shared his recent experience visiting the 

Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum in McMinnville, 

Oregon.   A highlight was the display of the original 

“Spruce Goose”.   

https://www.inspirock.com/united-

states/mcminnville/evergreen-aviation-and-space-

museum-

a810409227?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkvL_5c6n1wIVUr

nACh3wZQZzEAAYAiAAEgLRGPD_BwE 

 

Old & New Business: 

 

Ken Knotts reiterated to the members present that is a 

REQUIREMENT that all active flyers must have their 

AMA cards displayed on the board.  This is for the 

preservation and integrity of the club and compliance 

with AMA rules.  This applies even if one is the sole 

flyer at the time.  Please comply. 

 

James meadows briefed the status of the request to the 

Corp of Engineers to construct ramp extensions at 

both ends of the runway.  Concurrence with the latest 

version of the plans has been indicated but the club is 

still waiting for formal approval. 

 

Chris Berardi reviewed the status of the Bylaws 

rewrite/update; a motion was made by Ken Knotts to 

accept the revisions as written, seconded by Rob Lowe, 

and overwhelming approved by a vote of the members 

present. 

 

Nominations were received from the floor for 2018 

officer candidates.  Each nominee will be contacted for 

concurrence and voting will be conducted in 

November. Next meeting will be Monday, November 

27th. 

 

The raffle was conducted. 

 

Attendees: 

 
Sarge Bell 

Larry Fuller 

Tom Blakeney 

Ken Knotts 

Steve Konkle 

Chris Berardi 

Steve Ehlers 

Woody Lake 

Ian Waring 

Mel Wells 

Ed Furche 

Johnny Hunt 

Kenneth Killgo 

James Meadows 

Clarence Konkle 

Tab Bowland 

Bill Lake 

Gary Cummings 

Sam Corlett 

Mark Ehlers 

Gerry Stanford 

Keith Maddox 

Doug Lewis 

Tommy Perry 

Ed Kettler 

Carl Rivers 

Rob Lowe 
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 Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

See Attachment A 

 
In Memoriam: Travis Berry 
 
Life Time Thunderbird member Travis Berry passed quietly 
on October 20th. Some of you may remember Travis as 
owner of Acton Raceway, a slot car track, in west Fort 
Worth. Our deepest sympathy and condolences are extended 
to wife Mary the Berry family. 
Travis, may the winds be light and skies blue. Farewell my 
friend. 

Woody 

 

  

 
 
 
T.E.X, the Texas electric eXpo: by Tom Blakeney 
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Taranis Save: by Gary James 

 
I thought you guys might enjoy this story.  
 Last Monday, my racing partner and I went out to the field to maiden his new “Proud Bird” EF-1 racer in preparation for a race 
this weekend.  It is equipped with an FrSky Taranis X9D+ transmitter and an S6R stabilizing receiver. 
It flew great and only required a few clicks of trim to get it flying straight.  On the second flight, he was flying a bit too high and 
wide.  Not low, close and down on the pylons.  He glanced down at his transmitter for a second or two to try to find the switch 
that controlled the stabilizing function and when he looked back the airplane was quite far away and he was not able to determine 
the attitude or direction.  These little suckers are FAST!  I tried to get it back for him, but with my aging “fighter pilot eyeballs” it 
was too far away for me as well. A fly-away and a lost airplane…  The most depressing sounds that you can hear are “RSSI 
critical” and “telemetry lost”.  (RSSI is an acronym for Radio Signal Strength Indication) Needless to say we were depressed.    
We figured that it went down about a mile or more East of the field, so after packing up and leaving the field we drove over to a 
State highway that was about 1 ½ miles East.  There were a couple of gravel roads leading back West from the highway so we 
drove down them to the end, with the faint hope that we might catch a glimpse of the “remains”.  Down the end of the second and 
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last road, with the transmitter still on, the haptic vibrator buzzed and speaker announced “RSSI critical” and “telemetry 
recovered”.  WOW! The battery is still connected and the S6R is still transmitting! 
 
 We stepped out of the car, and called up the transmitter page which shows the RSSI indication.  Yep, there was a faint signal!  
Now the cool part.  With the transmitter facing me, I cupped my hand around the upright antenna such that my hand shielded the 
signal from any direction except to my front.  By then turning and facing in various directions around the compass, and watching 
the RSSI indication, I was able to get a general idea of where the signal was originating.  With my hand cupped around the 
antenna, the transmitter was acting as a directional receiver.  After walking about 50 yards in the general direction, I again 
checked the signal strength left, right and straight ahead, found the direction of the strongest reception and started walking that 
way.  The RSSI was getting STRONGER!!! After repeating these steps a couple of times and walking about ¼ mile or more I 
stopped once again.  This time the signal was strongest off to my left, I turned, walked about 25 yards and there it was.  The 
airplane had crash landed in a cow pasture, it was damaged, but all the “expensive parts” were there and undamaged.  It will fly 
again! 
 
 So there you have it, the RSSI capability of the FrSky transmitters allowed us to recover several hundred dollars in equipment 
that would have otherwise been lost.  This save alone more than paid for the cost of the transmitter.  This is not the first time that I 
have found a “lost” airplane using this technique.  I lost a multi-rotor a while back and found it using the same method.  Try doing 
THAT with your $2000 radio… 
 

Safety 

Greetings all. This is the time of year for celebration, giving thanks for what we have, and annual holiday family 
reunions and parties. The Thanksgiving holiday is just about here, and many of you are looking forward to a four day 
weekend, unless you are retired like I am. All of my weekends are long weekends. Then comes the last minute Christmas 
shopping, decorating of the home and yard, and Christmas tree trimming. Please be careful this season. I really don’t 
want to hear about any electrical mishaps or anybody falling off of their roof. Also, the burning of candles is really 
popular this time of year. If you are a lover of burning candles, please make sure they are snuffed out when unattended 
for any reason. It only takes a second for an unfortunate mishap. I hope to see you at our Christmas party (December 
9th) and our Black-Eyed-Pea Fly-in on January 1st, 2018.  Mel Wells Safety Officer 

 

 
 
Alliance Air Show: 
 
Once again this year the FW Thunderbirds were asked to provide a static display at the Alliance Air Show. The day 
started out (0-dark-thirty) cold and pretty much stayed cold for the remainder of the day. Winds were from the north at a 
blustery 15-20 knots. The sunny conditions made it tolerable for our folks and judging from the crowds the spectators as 
well. A lot of people out there had no idea how our hobby has progressed technologically wise. Gone mostly are the days of 
stick and tissue models and the “Galloping Ghost” radio system. For those of you young modelers that have no idea what 
I’m talking about…….well that’s another story. 
Our club was well represented by Ken Knotts, Woody Lake, Chris Berardi, Gary Alphin, Tab Bowlin, and Justin 
Kanarick. 
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Winter Float Fly: by Mel Wells 

 

The Fort Worth Thunderbirds Float fly event held on November 12th went off without a hitch thanks to a great bunch of 
guys and gals who showed up as volunteers and pilots. We had 19 registered pilots and a number of other members 
helping with aircraft launch and recovery, registration, raffle ticket sales, and supply of food and drinks. Also, the event 
was well documented with some great photos and videos thanks to our membership. The weather was just about as perfect 
as you can get for a Texas fall event. My compliments to Mother Nature for her support. Many thanks to all of you who 
made being a first time CD/Event Manager a “Piece of Cake”. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
December 9  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 
January 1st   Black Eye Pea Fly-In    Club Members 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 
E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 
gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 
 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        
E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 

Safety Officer: Mel Wells               
E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   

Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       
E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
Club Officers 2017 

 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

    
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

 

Treasurer Report: by Chris Berardi 

2018 Renewals 

It is hard to believe that the year is just about over. That may sound premature given that it isn’t December yet, but it 

appears to me that from Thanksgiving to the end of the year is a very short timeline due to time spent at parties, time off 

work and the Thanksgiving holiday. In no time Christmas flies by and suddenly we find ourselves eating black eye peas on 

the 1st of January out at the field. 
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January is the time for us to renew our memberships. I’ve actually had several renewals already though I did not send out 

any 2018 keys till now. The new keys are ready and after Thanksgiving I’ll be able to send those out with a new welcome 

letter should you renew by PayPal or mail. Otherwise, you can renew with me at club meetings, Christmas Party or out at 

the field. 

The dues remain at $100 for Individual Memberships, $110 for Family Memberships and $50 for Associate Memberships 

(available for those who live greater than 50 miles from the field). 

The new locks and keys become effective on the 1st of January. Slightly different from previous years in that the keys will 

not be numbered. Primarily, the cost of numbering the keys doubles the overall expense and secondarily, most members do 

return their keys. Some time ago, the thought was that we would reuse the keys and simply cycle through them each year; 

however, we would need just about all of the keys returned to make this viable. 

When you do renew, it is most helpful if you have your Membership ID handy. This is the ID on your club badge and is 

unique to you. Here are two examples: 142-1, 188-2. The “-1” indicates you are an individual member. If you have a “-2” or 

other number, this means that you are a family member such as a spouse or dependent. The number makes looking up your 

information almost instant and pulls all your old data into the new year’s database. For those of you who do not have a 

badge yet, they are coming and will be mailed out to you as soon as I can get them in the mailers. Incidentally, the keys for 

2018 will be silver in color - a change from the brass colored keys we normally have. 

When you send me your membership details, be sure to indicate if you have any “endorsements” from the AMA. For 

example, if you have a Turbine Waiver or Contest Director credentials, include that in your renewal information. Please 

also include your email as this is the primary way for the club officers to reach out to you - and these seem to change 

routinely. 

Book of the Month: by Chris Berardi 

You’ve probably heard about it.… It’s been in all the press, news shows and public radio. Naturally enough, anything about 

Leonardo DaVinci spikes my curiosity because his genius touches on many of my own interests, and no doubt, many of yours. The 

master was a true polymath and his inspired musings touched biology, physics, art engineering, including aviation. 

The book is written by Walter Isaacson - I became familiar with his work when I picked up his biography on the contemporary 

Steve Jobs a few years ago - another fascinating read by the way. If you read the book reviews on Isaacson’s latest work you will 

note the many comments on the quality of the book - its paper, binding, printing and color plates. This is the first book in a long 

time that I’ve felt I had to have as a physical object and not a file on my Kindle. 

Suffice it to say, read the many reviews on Amazon and pick up this tome for yourself. There isn’t a modeler amongst us who would 

appreciate this terrific book about one of the most extraordinary human beings in all of history. 

Mini-Me: by Chris Berardi 

You’ll read elsewhere about the airshow, but here I wanted to let you know about an interesting exhibit that was adjacent to our 

Thunderbirds display. Inside the tent where our simulator was, were a half dozen or so fascinating organizations each with their 

aviation themed show. One of which wasn’t strictly aviation but could be bent to suit our needs. Actually, there are lots of 

possibilities for any hobbyist or creative person for utilizing the services of “3D Me Studio.” They are a local company 

(Montgomery Street) and can be found here: www.3dmestudio.com. You can browse all their details, but in a nutshell, they will 

create a 3D model of you (yes, your whole body) and print it out in detail and full color - a mini-me if you like. The rendering is in a 

near solid fill resin plastic that could be used to make your own mold or hollowed out for flight use. I asked about making a bust 

rather than performing a full body scan and printing that out. The engineer told me that they could do it, but that they hadn’t tried it 

at that time. Seems to me somebody ought to give that a try. 
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Engine Long Term Storage: by Chris Berardi  

On one of the last Thursday training sessions a group of us were talking about what to do with our engines over the winter non-

flying period. Although many of us do fly during the winter, we generally have a few models that sit around until resurrected in the 

spring. Several commented that they were using Marvel Mystery Oil. Well, I have experience with MMO, and here is what I found. 

On a half dozen engines that I put away, I used MMO liberally - it was worked into the bearings and the engine rotated many times 

until oil was present in the glow plug hole and exhaust port.  

At that point, the engines weren’t touched for over three months while I was overseas on a business trip. When I returned, I took the 

back plates off the engines ostensibly to remove excess oil. Well, wasn’t I surprised when I found rear bearing corrosion. Based on 

this evidence, I no longer use MMO as a preservative for more than a couple of weeks. Its okay between flying sessions, but for 

protection it simply isn’t made for what we want it to do. Now, I am using a much heavier oil, actually an 80 weight synthetic gear 

oil. While heavy, it is also somewhat “sticky” and in my opinion this is what is needed for longer term storage.  

Another oil that I have been using recently is “Corrosion X” a product in common use in the full-size aviation maintenance shops. 

My brother who is an aircraft mechanic highly recommends it though I have no longer term experience with it. If you have tried out 

this product or any others and can 

 

 

 

 

 

 


